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strongly endorsed by the National Dis-
trict Attorneys Association. It will
provide the kind of habeas corpus re-
form that will stop the endless appeals
of capital cases where a defendant has
been found guilty of murder, the death
penalty sentence was issued, and there
was no trial error or constitutional in-
firmity.

By passing this kind of tough anti-
crime legislation like the exclusionary
rule modifications and habeas corpus
reform we will send a clear message to
those who would break our laws that
crime does not pay, and the victims
will find a measure of protection that
can come from Congress.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. SKAGGS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SKAGGS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. HORN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. HORN addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]
f

INCREASING THE MINIMUM WAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama [Mr. HILLIARD] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the issue of increasing
the minimum wage.

We the Members of the United States
Congress have a moral obligation sim-
ply to ensure that the working men
and women of this country are granted
the ability to live on the wages that
they earn. We are speaking about
Americans who have chosen to live and
to work and to try to raise a family.

I tell my colleagues we are not talk-
ing about the wealthy, we are not talk-
ing about the corporate executives. We
are talking about people who are com-
mon like I am, like you are, people who
should have the opportunity to live the
American dream.

The ones who end up losing, of
course, when the minimum wage does
not keep up with the rising costs of in-
flation are the real Americans. They
are the people that make this country
as strong as it is today. These are the
men and women who have rejected wel-
fare, who have rejected subsidies from
this Government like the corporate ex-
ecutives and the farmers. These are
men and women who work 8-hour shifts
every day, 40 hours a week. These are
men and women who truly are the real
working poor, the real working Ameri-
cans. These are the men and women
who work sometimes two jobs in order
to provide their children with an edu-
cation. Yes, Mr. Speaker, sometimes
they work two jobs in order to meet
the minimum necessities of living. Yes,

sometimes they work just to be able to
put food on the table, to provide a com-
fortable place for their families. They
work two jobs, 12 hours a day, some-
times 16 hours a day.

We must not forget these real Ameri-
cans.
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They have committed themselves to
work within the system, and they give
all that they have to make sure that
their families are taken care of. We
should not penalize them.

But today’s minimum wage is not
sufficient for the needs of today’s fami-
lies. At the current rate, these families
can barely make it. If the minimum
wage had increased with inflation after
the year 1970, the current rate would be
$5.54 an hour. That is still low, but it is
a long ways from where we are now. It
would give them the opportunity to
make sure that their children have the
right, and perhaps have the oppor-
tunity, to live the American dream.

While the wages have lagged behind
the times, minimum wage earners have
decreased especially when you consider
the erosion caused by inflation. Be-
tween the years 1979 and 1992, the num-
ber of working poor people have in-
creased 44 percent. These are people
who live below the poverty level, not
because they are on welfare, not be-
cause they do not work, but because
they do not earn a sufficient amount of
money to be classified by this govern-
ment above the level of poverty.

Yes, we recognize that they make
enough money to live below the pov-
erty level. That is a shame and a dis-
grace, especially for a country as
wealthy as this. We must address these
issues. We must raise the minimum
wage to a livable level. We must index
the rate for inflation so that we will
take care of these injustices now and
make sure that it will not occur ever
again in the future, plus it will save us
the choice of constantly coming back
and trying to keep up with inflation for
those real Americans who work every
day.

All of the hard-working men and
women of this country should be able
to live without the woeful poverty on
their doorsteps daily. We are talking
about men and women who are gain-
fully employed. They are those who are
trying to live and, yes, sometimes they
barely make it.

Well, I say to those of you who criti-
cize the welfare state, I say to those of
you who criticize those who have not
had the opportunity to live the Amer-
ican dream, that we must realize that
we cause many of their problems. Since
1970, there have been constant in-
creases in local taxes and, yes, in taxes
that we in the United States Congress
have passed. We have taken money
from them.

Since 1990, we have taken more than
$500 billion. The only way we can make
up for it is for us to help the working
Americans. Mr. Speaker, today we
must commit ourselves to raise the
minimum wage.

QUESTION ON CONSTITUTIONALITY
OF THREE-FIFTHS VOTE FOR
TAX RATE INCREASE BILLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
QUINN). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from New York
[Mr. SOLOMON] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, it is my
understanding that a lawsuit is being
filed by the former counselor to Presi-
dents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton
over the constitutionality of the new
House rule that requires a three-fifths
vote to pass tax rate increases, and I
guess we know on whose behalf it is
being brought, for the tax-and-spend
Democrats of this Congress, no doubt.

Mr. Speaker, while I do not pretend
to be a constitutional lawyer, as the
chairman of the Committee on Rules, I
do have enough understanding of the
constitutional rulemaking authority of
Congress to assert that this new rule is
on all fours with the Constitution. I am
not alone in that assertion. I am
backed by the Supreme Court itself in
previous decisions.

The constitutionality of such lies in
article I, section 5, which states that
each House may determine the rules of
its proceedings. If the House majority
decides to adopt rules requiring a super
majority on certain classes of bills, it
may do so. That same majority at any
time can repeal or waive that same
rule.

The Supreme Court in the case of the
United States versus Ballin, in 1892,
way back then, indicated that the only
constraints on the rulemaking power of
this Congress are that Congress may
not ignore constitutional constraints
or violate fundamental rights, but
within these limitations, all matters of
method are open to the determination
of the House, that means this House of
Representatives. The power to make
rules is not one which, once exercised,
is exhausted. It is a continuous power
always subject to be exercised and,
within the limitations suggested, abso-
lute and beyond the challenge of any
other body or tribunal.

Ironically, this case was about what
constituted a quorum of the Congress
for conducting business. The Court
upheld a ruling of the Speaker that as
long as a majority of the body was
present, it did not matter whether the
number of Members actually voted
added up to a majority.

Some have used the Court’s findings
that a majority quorum must be
present to assert that nothing more
than a simple majority may be re-
quired to pass legislation. That is not
what the Court said in that case. All
the Court said was that the act of a
majority of the quorum is the act of
the body.

The requirement in the new House
rule that a super majority of three-
fifths must vote in favor of any income
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